CHURCH AT HOME
T

INTENTION

WE RECOGNIZE THAT THESE ARE DIFFICULT AND UNCERTAIN TIMES, AND WE MISS THE
GIFT OF GATHERING AS A FAITH COMMUNITY AT ST. IGNATIUS PARISH. BUT WE TAKE
CONSOLATION IN THAT “GOD IS IN ALL THINGS,” INCLUDING IN OUR HOMES, FROM THE
DIRTY DISHES IN THE SINK TO THE FANCY PLATES IN THE CUPBOARD, GOD IS WITH US!

WE KNOW THAT CHRIST IS FOUND NOT ONLY IN TRADITION, BUT IN INNOVATION AND
MOST ESPECIALLY IN PLACES WHERE WE NEED HIM MOST. RIGHT NOW, THIS MEANS RIGHT
IN YOUR OWN HOME.

WE HOPE THAT YOU CAN IMAGINE THE HOLINESS OF CHURCH WITHIN YOUR HOME.

SACRED SPACE

WE JOIN A LONG HISTORY OF WORSHIP AND REVERENCE THAT TAKES PLACE WITHIN THE
HOME. CONSIDER THE HOLINESS OF THE MANGER AS THE PLACE WHERE JESUS ENTERED
THE WORLD OR RECALL THE LONG HISTORY OF THE MEXICAN “OFRENDA” - A HOME ALTAR
TO COMMEMORATE ANCESTORS. REMEMBER THAT OUR JEWISH BROTHERS AND SISTERS
CELEBRATE THE SEDER NOT IN THE TEMPLE OR IN THE SYNAGOGUE BUT AT HOME,
SHARING A MEAL AROUND THE KITCHEN OR DINING ROOM TABLE IN WHICH PRAYERS ARE
SAID.

TAKE A MOMENT TO SELECT AND CREATE A SACRED SPACE WITHIN YOUR HOME. THIS CAN
BE AS SIMPLE AS A WINDOWSILL OR CORNER OF A KITCHEN TABLE. REMEMBER, JESUS
SAYING, “FOR MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY BURDEN IS LIGHT.”

IF YOU WOULD LIKE, ADD HOLY PICTURES OR ICONS, CROSS OR CRUCIFIX, A PLANT OR
FLOWER, AND MAYBE A CANDLE TO THE SPACE TO REMIND YOU THAT GOD IS DWELLING IN
THIS SPACE AND YOUR HOME.

IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN, ASK THEM TO HELP CREATE THIS SACRED SPACE WITH DRAWINGS,
CREATIONS FROM NATURE, OR CONSIDER A CONTAINER FOR PRAYER INTENTIONS FROM
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
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LITURGY

AS THE TIME FOR MASS DRAWS NEAR, TAKE TIME TO PREPARE YOUR SACRED SPACE AND
LIVESTREAMING DEVICE.



CONSIDER PRINTING THE READINGS OR WORSHIP AID. TO SAVE PAPER YOU MIGHT
FOLLOW ALONG ON A SMART PHONE, IPAD OR TABLET.

IF THERE ARE OTHERS JOINING YOU, CALL THEM TOGETHER.

IS THERE SOMEONE ON YOUR MIND WHO YOU WOULD LIKE TO DEDICATE THIS LITURGY?
REMEMBER THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY WHO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES
SUCH AS:! SANITATION WORKERS, GROCERY STORE STAFF, SAFETY OFFICERS,
HEALTHCARE WORKERS AND MANY MORE.

AS MASS BEGINS, DON’T BE AFRAID TO SING ALOUD AND REVERENTLY SIT, KNEEL OR
STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. LET THE WORD OF GOD ENTER INTO YOUR HOME!

DO YOU HAVE OTHER PRAYER INTENTIONS? MENTION THEM ALOUD DURING THE PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL OR USE THAT TIME TO DROP A PRAYER INTENTION INTO A SACRED
CONTAINER.

FOR THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER, WE SUGGEST PLACING A CANDLE, A CROSS OR CRUCIFIX,
A BIBLE, A BOWL OF WATER ETC. ON OR NEAR YOUR SACRED SPACE. BE CREATIVE. YOU
MIGHT ALSO HAVE SOME BREAD, WATER OR WINE ON THE TABLE ALREADY OR NEARBY
BEFORE THE START OF MASS. IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN, THEY MIGHT PRESENT “THE GIFTS”
BY PLACING THEM ON THE TABLE PRIOR TO THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER.

PRAY THE LORD’S PRAYER TOGETHER AND IMAGINE YOUR PARISH COMMUNITY JOINING
WITH YOU IN PRAYER. USE GESTURES TO PRAY THE LORD’S PRAYER.

AT THE SIGN OF PEACE, PERHAPS TEXT MESSAGE A FRIEND A GREETING OF PEACE? YOU
MAY WANT TO USE THE CHAT ON THE LIVESTREAM TO OFFER YOUR PEACE. DON’T FORGET
TO EXPRESS A GREETING OF PEACE TO THE WHOLE FAMILY, INCLUDING PETS.

DURING COMMUNION, REVERENTLY CONSUME THE “GIFTS” OF BREAD AND WINE YOU
PREPARED. IMAGINE BEING AT TABLE WITH JESUS. YOU MIGHT ACT AS A MINISTER TO
OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY.

AT THE FINAL BLESSING YOU MIGHT BLESS YOURSELF OR EVEN ONE ANOTHER FROM THE
WATER IN THE BOWL PREPARED BEFOREHAND.

ALL IS HOLY!

THANKS BE TO GOD/!

CONNECTION

KNOW OF OUR PRAYERS FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!
REMEMBER THAT CHRIST CONNECTS IN MANY WAYS THROUGH HOPE, FAITH AND LOVE.

WHILE IT MAY BE ISOLATING TO BE AT HOME, CAN YOU IMAGINE MEMBERS OF YOUR
CHURCH COMMUNITY AND SEND A PRAYER TO THEM?

CAN YOU CHECK IN ON A NEIGHBOR, ELDER OR FRIEND? SEND A TEXT MESSAGE, EMAIL,
PHONE CALL OR CARD. REMEMBER TO ALSO ACCEPT HELP WHEN OFFERED TO YOU.



TAKE YOUR GROUP ONLINE! USE ZOOM OR SKYPE CREATIVELY TO CONNECT WITH OUR
PARISH AND CHURCH COMMUNITY. COULD YOU WATCH MASS TOGETHER WITH A FEW
OTHER PARISH MEMBERS USING THIS TECHNOLOGY? REACH OUT TO OTHERS AND
INCLUDE THEM.

CAN YOU THINK OF NEW WAYS OF CONNECTING DURING THIS TIME, LIKE SHARING
RESOURCES IN SOME NEW WAY? GENEROSITY IS A GREAT ANTIDOTE TO ANXIETY.
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GRATITUDE

ITIS AWITH A FULL HEART THAT WE GIVE THANKS FOR ALL THE GIFTS IN OUR LIVES
INCLUDING THE GIFT OF OUR HOMES, OUR CHURCH, AND OUR COMMUNITY AND SO MANY
MORE.

FINALLY, WE REMEMBER THE WORDS OF THE PSALM 23:

“THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES; THOU
ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL; MY CUP RUNNETH OVER.”

BE WELL FORALL WiLL BE WELL
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