St. Ignatius of Loyola Church
Pre-K-5 Family-Based Program

December 13th - Third Sunday of Advent

Reflection Point: As John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, we can trust his
testimony of faith because it is present in the Scriptures, the Church, and the Bible.

Eead/‘ng: John 1:6-8, 19-28

A man named John was sent from God.
He came for testimony, to testify to the light,

so that all might believe through him.
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but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”
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And he said, “I am not.” '

“Are you the Prophet?” 1.  What are some sources of where
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‘make straight the way of the Lord,”
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Some Pharisees were also sent.

They asked him,

“Why then do you baptize

if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”
John answered them,

“I baptize with water;

but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me,

whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.



Finding God in Qur Week

In family life, we learn to trust other people for protection and care. This experience of
trust within the family enables children to believe us when we testify about our faith in
Jesus. John the Baptist was believed by those who heard him because he helped them to
recognize Jesus in their midst. In our family life, we hope and pray that we lead one
another to recognize Jesus’ presence in our world.

At Home

As you gather as a family, recall that during the Advent season we are invited to pay
particular attention to the signs of Jesus’ presence in our world. Consider some of the
signs of Jesus’ presence that you have experienced. During Advent, we remember how
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. Read together today’s Gospel, John
1:6-8,19-28. Discuss the signs of Jesus’ presence in our world that you named and
explain what these signs tell us about God and God’s love for us. Pray together that your
family will be led to recognize that Jesus is present among us. Read and pray together
the psalm for today’s Mass, the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55).

An Exam,b/e of Lived Faith: St. ]uan Diego

On December 12th, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Juan Diego was born in 1474 and he was a gifted
member of the Chichimeca people, one of the more culturally
advanced groups living in the Anahuac Valley in Mexico.
When he was 50 years old he was baptized by a Franciscan
priest, Fr Peter da Gand, one of the first Franciscan
missionaries. On 9 December 1531, when Juan Diego was on
his way to morning Mass, the Blessed Mother appeared to
him on Tepeyac Hill, the outskirts of what is now Mexico City.
She asked him to go to the Bishop and to request in her name
that a shrine be built at Tepeyac, where she promised to pour
out her grace upon those who invoked her. The Bishop, who
did not believe Juan Diego, asked for a sign to prove that the
apparition was true.

On 12 December, Juan Diego returned to Tepeyac. Here, the Blessed Mother told him to climb
the hill and to pick the flowers that he would find in bloom. He obeyed, and although it was
winter time, he found roses flowering. He gathered the flowers and took them to Our Lady who
carefully placed them in his mantle and told him to take them to the Bishop as "proof". When he
opened his mantle, the flowers fell on the ground and there remained impressed, in place of the
flowers, an image of the Blessed Mother, the apparition at Tepeyac. With the Bishop's
permission, Juan Diego lived the rest of his life as a hermit in a small hut near the chapel where
the miraculous image was placed for veneration. Here he cared for the church and the first
pilgrims who came to pray to the Mother of Jesus.


https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/magnificat

