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January   10th   -   The   Baptism   of   the   Lord   

  
Refl�c��o�   Po�n�:     Just   as   Jesus   was   baptized   by   John   the   Baptist   and   his   ministry   
began,   so   too   our   Christian   mission   began   when   we   were   baptized.     

  

Re�d��� :     Mark   1:7-11   
  

This   is   what   John   the   Baptist   proclaimed:     

“One   mightier   than   I   is   coming   after   me.   

I   am   not   worthy   to   stoop   and   loosen   the   thongs   of   his   

sandals.   

I   have   baptized   you   with   water;     

he   will   baptize   you   with   the   Holy   Spirit.”   

  

It   happened   in   those   days   that   Jesus   came   from   

Nazareth   of   Galilee     

and   was   baptized   in   the   Jordan   by   John.   

On   coming   up   out   of   the   water   he   saw   the   heavens   

being   torn   open     

and   the   Spirit,   like   a   dove,   descending   upon   him.   

And   a   voice   came   from   the   heavens,     

“You   are   my   beloved   Son;   with   you   I   am   well   pleased.   

  

Fin���g   God   in   Our   We�k   
In   the   story   of   Jesus'   baptism,   we   hear   the   report   of   a   significant   moment   in   Jesus'   life.   By   
accepting   baptism   from   John   the   Baptist,   Jesus   shows   himself   to   accept   solidarity   with   
sinners.   In   the   voice   from   heaven   and   the   descent   of   the   Holy   Spirit,   we   know   that   God   
received   this   offering   from   Jesus   and   found   it   pleasing.   In   the   passages   that   follow   in   Mark's   
Gospel,   we   learn   that   Jesus'   baptism   marks   the   beginning   of   his   public   ministry.   Although   
many   of   us   may   have   already   taken   down   our   Christmas   decorations,   liturgically   speaking,   
the   Christmas   season   hasn't   ended   yet;   today   is   the   last   day.   Holidays   like   Christmas   are   
highlights   of   our   year,   moments   of   great   grace.   This   grace   renews   us   and   prepares   us   for   our   
return   to   the   season   of   Ordinary   Time,   to   the   continuing   work   of   discipleship.   

  



  

At   Hom�   
Gather   as   a   family   and   discuss   your   feelings   about   the   ending   of   the   Christmas   season.   How   
does   it   feel   to   take   down   the   Christmas   decorations?   Many   of   us   experience   a   letdown   after   
the   excitement   of   Christmas;   others   may   feel   relieved   that   life   is   returning   to   normal.   
Liturgically,   we   end   the   Christmas   season   today   by   reflecting   on   the   importance   of   Jesus'   
baptism.   Read   together   today's   Gospel,   Mark   1:7-11.   Jesus'   baptism   prepared   him   for   his   
public   ministry.   What   will   we   take   from   this   Christmas   season   to   carry   us   forward   into   
Ordinary   Time,   to   renew   and   strengthen   our   life   of   Christian   discipleship?   Conclude   by   
praying   together   today's   psalm   response   taken   from   the   book   of   the   prophet   Isaiah,   Isaiah   
12:2-6,   or   pray   the    Prayer   to   the   Holy   Spirit.   

An   Exa��l�   of   Liv��   Fa�t�:   St.   Aug����ne   
St.   Augustine   of   Hippo   was   born   in   North   Africa   in   
present-day   Algeria   in   354.   His   mother   was   St.   Monica,   a   
devout   Christian,   and   his   father,   Patricius,   was   a   pagan   
(someone   who   doesn’t   believe   in   God).   Augustine   excelled   
in   school   when   he   wanted   to,   but   he   also   went   with   a   bad   
crowd   and   got   into   many   worthless   activities.   When   he   
was   older,   he   began   living   with   a   woman   whom   he   never   
married,   but   who   bore   him   a   son.   For   a   while,   he   also   
followed   a   heresy   called   Manichaeism.   

  
After   he   finished   school,   Augustine   was   first   a   speech   
teacher   in   Rome   and   then   a   professor   in   Milan.   His   
mother   followed   him   to   these   places,   pleading   with   him   to   
return   to   the   Christian   faith.   In   Milan,   Augustine   often   

listened   to   the   sermons   of   St.   Ambrose,   the   local   bishop.   Through   them,   he   first   learned   to   
read   Scripture   prayerfully.   He   enrolled   as   a   catechumen   but   wavered   back   and   forth   about   
being   baptized.   Then   one   day   while   Augustine   prayed   to   be   free   from   his   sins,   he   heard   a   
child’s   voice   chanting,   “Take   up   and   read.”   Augustine   opened   the   Bible   and   read   the   first   
thing   his   eyes   fell   upon,   Romans   13:13-14,   which   told   him   to   give   up   his   life   of   sin.   Augustine   
was   baptized   at   Easter   by   St.   Ambrose   in   Milan   and   began   reforming   his   life.   With   his   
mother   he   planned   to   return   to   Africa,   but   Monica   died.    

  
He   became   a   priest   and,   later,   the   bishop   of   Hippo.   As   bishop,   Augustine   worked   tirelessly   
for   his   people.   He   fought   false   religious   teachings,   protected   the   people   from   corrupt   
officials   and   invaders,   and   cared   for   the   sick,   the   poor,   and   those   in   prison.   His   many   
sermons,   letters,   and   books   reflect   the   ever-deepening   love   he   felt   for   God.   He   wisely   
observed:   “You   have   made   us,   O   God,   for   yourself,   and   our   hearts   shall   find   no   rest   until   
they   rest   in   you.”   

  
He   was   loved   by   many,   for   he   had   struggled   much   and   could   help   others   who   were   
struggling.   St.   Augustine   is   a   great   example   to   us   of   the   importance   of   Baptism   and   how   we   
are   called   by   God   to   live   out   our   own   unique   mission   in   our   lives!   

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit/

